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Tbhe 1rIsh LaANGUAGE
IN AAJSTRALIA

Dymphna Lonergan

The Irish language (‘Gaelic’, as it is often called) has had a greater influence on
Australian English than is usually credited. It is a curious fact that in Australia
there has been an assumption that Irish-speaking migrants managed to lose
their language on their way over on the boat, or that when they reached
Australia they ceased to speak Irish. We know how long it takes to learn a
second language. We take it for granted that migrants to Australia will
continue to use their native languages within their family group and with
friends and acquaintances, even if they acquire fluency in English. The Irish
speaker in Australia was no different. While there may not be many native Irish speakers in Australia today, that was not
the case in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. (During the peak periods when the Irish populated Australia the
majority of the Irish people spoke Irish.) This book sets out to capture that sound in order to better appreciate the world
view of the Irish speaker in Australia, and to bring to the fore a neglected part of Irish Australian heritage.

Sounds Irish traces Irish language words, phrases and references in Australian newspapers, poetry, novels, and in Australian
English. It begins with a discussion of the written evidence we have of Irish speakers in Australia, from convicts to priests.
Readers will be surprised to learn how some of the most iconic Australian words, such as ‘sheila’” and ‘brumby’, are
revealed to be Irish words in disguise. A detailed glossary of Irish words in Australian writing shows just how important this
contribution to Australian English has been.
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sheila brumby didgeridoo clobber cockles of the heart kip spree

Order Form
Please send me copy(ies) of Sounds Irish at $30.00 plus $5.00 postage and packing per copy within Australia (prices include
GST). Overseas postage: New Zealand $7.50, elsewhere $12.50 (air mail)
Name:
Address:
Tel: Email:

Payment details

[0 I enclose a cheque (in Australian dollars) for the total amount made payable to Lythrum Press Pty Ltd.

[0 [Australian customers only] I have made a direct bank payment to Lythrum Press’s bank account BSB 065 000 Account 1057 0112
(Orders will not be processed until funds are cleared.)

[1 Please debit my credit card: 1 Visa [] Mastercard
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Return to: Lythrum Press

PO Box 243 Rundle Mall, Adelaide SA 5000 AUSTRALIA
Tel: (08) 8227 1766  Email: sales@lythrumpress.com.au
ABN 66 099 939 590
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